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ANNEX 

CHAPTER I[footnoteRef:2] Definitions [2: 		This Chapter replaces Chapter I of Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2016/1251.] 


For the purpose of this Annex, definitions in Regulation (EU) 2017/1004[footnoteRef:3], Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009[footnoteRef:4], Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 404/2011[footnoteRef:5], and Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council[footnoteRef:6] shall apply. In addition, the following definitions shall also apply:  [3: 		OJ L 157, 20.6.2017, p. 1.]  [4: 		Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 of 20 November 2009 establishing a Community control system for ensuring compliance with the rules of the common fisheries policy, amending Regulations (EC) No 847/96, (EC) No 2371/2002, (EC) No 811/2004, (EC) No 768/2005, (EC) No 2115/2005, (EC) No 2166/2005, (EC) No 388/2006, (EC) No 509/2007, (EC) No 676/2007, (EC) No 1098/2007, (EC) No 1300/2008, (EC) No 1342/2008 and repealing Regulations (EEC) No 2847/93, (EC) No 1627/94 and (EC) No 1966/2006 (OJ L 343, 22.12.2009, p. 1)]  [5: 		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 404/2011 of 8 April 2011 laying down detailed rules for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 establishing a Community control system for ensuring compliance with the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy (OJ L 112, 30.4.2011, p. 1).]  [6: 		Regulation (EU) No1380/2013 of the European parliament and of the Council on the Common Fisheries Policy, amending Council Regulations (EC) No 1954/2003 and (EC) No 1224/2009 and repealing Council Regulations (EC) No 2371/2002 and (EC) No 639/2004 and Council Decision 2004/585/EC (OJ L 354, 28.12.2013, p. 22)] 


(1) active vessels: vessels that have been engaged in any fishing operation (one day or more) during a calendar year. A vessel that has not been engaged in fishing operations during a year is considered "inactive" (EU 2016/1251).
(2) by-catch: part of a catch of a fishing operation taken incidentally in addition to the target species. Some or all of it may be returned to the sea as discards.
(3) catch fraction: a part of the total catch, such as the part of the catch landed above the minimum conservation reference size, the part landed below the minimum conservation reference size, the part discarded below the minimum conservation reference size, de minimis discards or discards (EU 2016/1251).
(4) days at sea: any continuous period of 24 hours (or part thereof) during which a vessel is present within an area and absent from port (adapted from EU 1224/2009, article 26).
(5) Catches by recreational fisheries: These include all retained, discarded and released components of the catch, either dead or alive and for any reason.
(6) diadromous species: fishes that migrate between the sea and freshwater as part of their life cycle. 
(7) fishing days: any calendar day at sea in which a fishing operation takes place, without prejudice to the international obligations of the Union and its Member States. One fishing trip can contribute to both the sum of the fishing days for passive gears and the sum of the fishing days for active gears on that trip (EU 2010/93).
(8) fishing ground: (group of) geographical units where fishing takes place. These units shall be agreed at marine region level on the basis of existing areas defined by Regional Fisheries Management Organisations or scientific bodies (EU 2016/1251).
(9) fleet segment: group of vessels with the same length class (LOA, length overall) and predominant fishing gear during the year (EU 2016/1251).
(10) metier: a group of fishing operations targeting a similar (assemblage of) species, using similar gear[footnoteRef:7], during the same period of the year and/or within the same area and which are characterised by a similar exploitation pattern (EU 2010/93). [7: 		As specified in Annex XI of Regulation (EU) No 404/2011.] 

(11) research surveys at sea: trips carried out on a research vessel, or a vessel dedicated to scientific research for stock and ecosystem monitoring, and designated for this task by the body in charge of the implementation of the national workplan established in accordance with Article 21 of Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council[footnoteRef:8]. [8: 		Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 May 2014 on the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and repealing Council Regulations (EC) No 2328/2003, (EC) No 861/2006, (EC) No 1198/2006 and (EC) No 791/2007 and Regulation (EU) No 1255/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council (OJ L 149, 20.5.2014, p. 1).] 

(12) Small-scale fisheries: fleet segments containing fishing vessels of less than 12 metres length overall and using static gears.
(13) VMS data: Vessel Monitoring System data means data on the fishing vessel identification, geographical position, date, time, course and speed transmitted by a satellite tracking devices installed on-board fishing vessels to the fisheries monitoring centre of the flag Member State (EU 1224/2009 article 4).
(14) Waterbody: A waterbody or body of water is any significant accumulation of water and here refers to oceans, seas, lakes, reservoirs, ponds, estuaries, lagoons, rivers, streams, canals and other geographical features that hold water and display a possible natural habitat for the respective fish species.


CHAPTER II[footnoteRef:9] Data collection methods [9: 		This Chapter replaces Chapter II of Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2016/1251] 


Data collection methods and quality shall be appropriate for the intended purposes defined in Article 25 of Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 and shall follow the best practices and relevant methodologies advised by the relevant scientific bodies. To this end, the methods and the result of the application of the methods shall be evaluated at regular intervals by independent scientific bodies in order to verify their appropriateness with respect to the management of the common fisheries policy. Member States shall adapt their data collection programmes according to the results of this evaluation.

CHAPTER III[footnoteRef:10] Data requirements [10: 		This Chapter replaces Chapter III of Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2016/1251] 


1.	Data sets 
1.1.	Under the work plans drawn up in accordance with Article 21 of Regulation (EU) No 508/2014, Member States shall establish the data to be collected amongst the following sets as specified in points 2 to 7 of this Chapter:
(a) data on exploited marine biological resources caught by Union commercial fisheries in Union and outside Union waters and by recreational fisheries in Union waters;
(b) detailed data on the activity of Union fishing vessels in Union waters and outside Union waters as reported under Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009;
(c) data on the level of Union fisheries and on the impact that these fishing activities have on the marine biological resources and on the marine ecosystems in Union and outside Union waters;
(d) Catch and effort data of eel in inland water commercial fisheries as required under Article 10 of Regulation (EC) No 1100/2007;
(e) social and economic data on fisheries[footnoteRef:11]; [11: ] 

(f) social and economic data on aquaculture;
(g) social and economic data on fish processing.
1.2.	The data to be collected shall be established in accordance with Articles 4 and 5 of Regulation (EU) 2017/1004 taking into account the thresholds set out in Chapter II of the Annex of Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2019/909 establishing the list of mandatory surveys and thresholds for the purposes of the multiannual Union programme for the collection and management of data in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors.
1.3.	Data shall be collected to enable valid estimates to be derived for the type of fisheries, temporal periods and areas, based on needs of end-user of scientific data (referred hereafter as end-user needs) agreed at marine region level. The frequency of data collection is to be coordinated at marine region level, unless stated otherwise in this document.
2.	Data on exploited marine biological resources caught by Union commercial fisheries in Union and outside Union waters and by recreational fisheries in Union waters. 
Data shall consist of catch quantities by species and biological data from individual specimens to enable the estimation of:
a) Commercial fisheries
(i)	volume and length frequency for each catch fraction by species and management area as defined in Table 1 and reported at the aggregation level 6 as set out in Table 4. The temporal resolution shall be coordinated at marine region level based on end-user of scientific data needs;
 (ii)	biological variables such as individual age, sex, weight, maturity and fecundity for each catch fraction by species and management area as defined in Table 1. The selection of species, variables and temporal resolution for which data collection is mandatory shall be coordinated at marine region level based on end-user of scientific data needs;
(iii)	Catch quantities by recreational fisheries shall be reported for species selected on a regional level. Data collection methods and regions where collection have to take place, shall be coordinated at marine region level, based on end-user needs. If no regional coordination is conducted, MS shall establish national sampling scheme based on end user needs.
(iv)	Biological data (e.g. individual length, weight) by recreational fisheries shall be reported for species selected on a regional level. Data collection methods and regions where collection has to take place, shall be coordinated at marine region level, based on end-user needs. If no regional coordination is conducted, MS shall establish national sampling scheme based on end user needs.

b)	In addition to data collected under point (a), data on diadromous species listed in Table 3 caught by commercial fisheries during the freshwater part of their lifecycle, irrespective of the way these fisheries are undertaken, as follows:
(i)	stock-related variables selected on a regional level based on end-user needs and
(ii)	annual catch quantities for salmon and sea trout ,
(iii)	annual catch quantities by life stage for eel.	

(c) In addition:
as regards salmon and sea trout: information collected in rivers on the abundance of smolt and parr and number of ascending individuals, 
and as regards eel, information (e.g. data, estimates, relative trends, etc.) collected in any relevant habitat in at least one waterbody per eel management unit on:
(i)	the abundance of recruits, 
(ii)	the abundance of the standing stock (yellow eel), and 
(iii)	the number or weight and sex ratio of emigrating silver eels. 
The designation of waterbodies/rivers and selection of stock-related variables to be collected, monitored as well as sampling frequency for salmon, sea trout and eel shall be defined at regional level based on end-user needs. If no regional coordination is conducted, MS shall establish national sampling scheme based on end-user needs.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
3.	Detailed data on the activity of Union fishing vessels[footnoteRef:12] in Union waters and outside Union waters as recorded under Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009.  [12:   Including specific requirements for RFMOs such as specified in Regulation (EU)1343/2011.] 

Data to assess the activity of Union fishing vessels in Union waters and outside Union waters consist of the variables as indicated in Table 5. Data as recorded, reported and transmitted under Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 including positional data, such as VMS data, are to be made available in the form of primary data to the national institutions implementing the work plans. When these data are not to be collected under Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 or when data collected under Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 are not at the correct resolution or are not of sufficient quality or coverage for the intended scientific use, they shall be collected in an alternative way by using appropriate sampling methods. These methods shall allow for the estimation of variables listed in Table 5 at the lowest relevant geographic level by fleet segment (Table 7) and metier level 6 (Table 4).
[bookmark: 30j0zll]
4. data on the level of Union fisheries and on the impact that these fishing activities have on the marine biological resources and on the marine ecosystems in Union and outside Union waters
Such data shall consist of the following:
a) Incidental by-catch.
During scientific observer trips on fishing vessels, occurrences (number by species) of incidental by-catch of all birds, mammals, reptiles and fish protected under Union legislation and international agreements (Table 2). Methodologies for data collection shall be coordinated at marine region level based on end-users needs.
Proposals for new or improved data collection shall be evaluated and coordinated at marine region level based on available scientific knowledge, including risk assessments, and end-users needs.
(b) Marine habitats.
assessing the impact of fisheries on marine habitats requires access to the data recorded under Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 (see section 3) and other relevant EU legislation, and are to be made available at the appropriate level of aggregation to the National Institutions implementing the work plans. 
[bookmark: 1fob9te]When data recorded under Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 are not at the correct resolution or are not of sufficient quality or coverage to meet end-user needs, these variables shall be collected in an alternative way by using appropriate sampling methods.

c) [bookmark: 3znysh7]On the impact of fishing activities on marine biological resources and on marine ecosystems, such as effects on non-commercial species, predator-prey relationships and natural mortality of fish species in each marine region shall be coordinated at marine region level and based on end-user needs.
[bookmark: 2et92p0]
4. Catch and effort data of eel in inland water commercial fisheries as required under Article 10 of Regulation (EC) No 1100/2007
Data on the catch and effort shall consist of the variables as indicated in Table 5. Data as required and recorded under Article 10 of Regulation (EC) No 1100/2007 are to be made available in the form of primary data to the national institutions implementing the National Work Plans. 
When these data are not to be collected under Regulation (EC) No 1100/2007 or when data collected under Regulation (EC) No 1100/2007 are not at the correct resolution or are not of sufficient quality or coverage for the intended scientific use, they shall be collected in an alternative way by using appropriate sampling methods.

5.	Social and economic data on fisheries to enable the assessment of the social and economic performance of the Union fisheries sector. 
The collected data shall consist of the following:
(a) Economic variables as indicated in Table 6 according to the sector segmentation of Table 7 and according to the supra regions as defined in Table 8. 
The population shall be all active and inactive vessels registered in the Union Fishing Fleet Register as defined in Commission Regulation (EC) No 26/2004 on December 31st of the reporting year and vessels that do not appear on the Register at that date but have fished at least one day during the reporting year
For inactive vessels only capital value and capital cost shall be collected.
In cases where there is a risk of natural persons and/or legal entities being identified clustering may be applied to report economic variables in order to ensure statistical confidentiality. Clustering may also be used if necessary, to design a statistically sound sampling plan. Such clustering scheme shall be consistent over time. 
Economic data shall be collected on an annual basis.

(b) Social variables as indicated in Table 9. 
Social data shall be collected every three years starting in 2021 with the reference to the previous year. 

6.	Social and economic data on marine aquaculture, and optionally on freshwater aquaculture, to enable the assessment of the social and economic performance of the Union aquaculture sector.
Such data shall consist of the following:
(a) Economic variables as indicated in Table 10 according to the sector segmentation set out in Table 11.
The population shall be all enterprises whose primary activity is defined according to the European Classification of Economic Activities NACE codes 03.21 and 03.22 and who operate for profit. 
Economic data shall be collected on an annual basis. 

(b) Social variables as indicated in Table 9. Social data shall be collected every three years starting in 2021 with the reference to the previous year. 

7.	Social and economic data on fish processing, to enable the assessment of the performance of the Union fish processing sector. 
(a)	Economic variables as indicated in Table 12 according to the sector segmentation by size categories.
The provision of data by size categories is optional. 
The population shall refer to enterprises whose main activity is defined according to the EUROSTAT definition under NACE Code 10.20: ‘Processing and preserving of fish and fish products’.
For enterprises that carry out fish processing but not as a main activity the following data should be collected: 
-	number of enterprises; 
-	turnover attributed to fish processing.
Economic data shall be collected on an annual basis.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack](b) Social variables as indicated in Table 12. 
Social data shall be collected every three years starting in 2021 with the reference to the previous year. 
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