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ANNEX 
CHAPTER I
Research surveys at sea

At least all research surveys at sea listed in the Table in this Annex (replacing Table 10 of Implementing Decision (EU) 2016/1251) shall be carried out, unless a review of surveys leads to the conclusion that a survey is no longer appropriate for informing stock assessment and fisheries management. On the basis of the same scientific review criteria, new surveys can be added to this list.
In the work plans referred to in Article 21 of Regulation (EU) No 508/2014, Member States shall set out the research surveys at sea to be carried out and shall be responsible for these surveys. 
Member States contributing to international research surveys shall coordinate their efforts within the same marine region.
In their national work plans Member States shall guarantee continuity with previous survey designs.
This Chapter is replacing Chapter IV of Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2016/1251.

CHAPTER II
Thresholds

(1) This Chapter applies to the collection of data from Union fisheries under the Delegated Decision (EU) 2019/910.
(2) It is not mandatory to collect biological data where, for certain species or stocks:
(a) a Member State's share of the related total allowable catch (TAC) is less than 10% of the Union total, or 
(b) where no TAC is fixed or in case of combined TACs, the total landings of a Member State of a individual species are less than 10% of the average total EU landings in the previous 3 years, or 
(c) the total annual landings of a Member State of a species is less than 200 tonnes. For species with a specific management need a lower threshold may be defined at marine region level.
When the sum of the relevant quotas of several Member States, whose share of a TAC is less than 10 %, is higher than 25 % of the share of the TAC for a certain stock, the 10% threshold referred to under (a) shall not apply and Member States shall ensure task-sharing at regional level in order to ensure that the stock is covered by sampling in concordance with end-user needs. 
When the sum of the relevant landings or TAC of several Member States, whose landings are below the threshold of 200 t or 10% is higher than 25 % of the total EU landings for a certain stock, the thresholds referred to under (b) and (c) shall not apply and Member States shall ensure task-sharing at regional level in order to ensure that the stock is covered by sampling in concordance with end-user needs.
No threshold shall apply to species under tuna RFMOs requirements and diadromous species.
No threshold shall apply to sensitive species as defined in Article 6(8) of Council Regulation (EU) 2019/1241[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Regulation (EU) 2019/1241 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20th June 2019 on the conservation of fishery resources and protection of marine ecosystems through technical measures amending Council Regulations (EC) No 1967/2006, (EC) No 1098/2007, (EC) No 1224/2009 and Regulations (EU) No 1343/2011 and (EU) No 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and repealing Council Regulations (EC) No 894/97, (EC) No 850/98, (EC) No 2549/2000, (EC) No 254/2002, (EC) No 812/2004 and (EC) No 2187/2005. O.J. L198 of 25.7.2019 p.105] 

(2) Without prejudice to more specific provisions relating to international obligations under Regional Fisheries Management Organisations, no biological data should to be collected where, for a certain internationally exploited fish stock, the Union's share is less than 10%.
(3) No social and economic data on aquaculture need to be collected if the total production of the Member State is less than 1% of the total Union production weight and value. Member States with a total production of less than 2.5% of the total Union aquaculture production weight and value may define a simplified methodology with a view to estimate social and economic data required for species accounting for more than 10% of the Member State’s aquaculture production by weight and value. Member States with a total production of less than 2.5% of the total Union aquaculture production weight and value may not collect the social and economic data on aquaculture for species accounting for less than 10% of the Member State's aquaculture production by weight and value.
The reference data shall be the Member State’s latest submission under Regulation (EC) No 762/2008 and corresponding data published by Eurostat. 
(4) [bookmark: _gjdgxs]A Member State's participation (physical or financial) in research surveys at sea listed in the list of surveys at sea of this Annex is not mandatory when its share of a Union TAC of the survey target species is below a threshold of 5%. Where no TAC is set, a Member State's participation (physical or financial) in research surveys at sea is not mandatory when its share of the total Union landings of the preceding 3 years of a stock or species is below a threshold of 5%. Thresholds for multispecies and ecosystem surveys may be defined at marine region level. 
(5) [bookmark: _GoBack]Notwithstanding points 2 to 4, within the same marine region, alternative thresholds may be agreed upon at regional level.
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