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Background information 

One of the objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy1 (the CFP Regulation) is to promote social 
sustainability. The current legal framework refers to labour conditions, health and safety, as well as to 
job creation and training, social inclusion and a fair standard of living. Fisheries throughout Europe 
have undergone major structural changes, leading to important social consequences for both 
individual fishers as well as for fishing communities. In a number of fishing communities and regions 
of the EU, the social importance of the fisheries sector outweighs its direct economic contribution. 

The collection of data for calculating the social indicators for the EU fishing fleet, aquaculture and fish 
processing industry is required under the Data Collection Framework (Regulation (EU) 2017/1004 on 
the establishment of a Union framework for the collection, management and use of data in the 
fisheries sector and support for scientific advice regarding the CFP). The multiannual program for data 
collection (Decisions (EU) 2021/1167 and 2021/1168) specifies social variables2 to be collected every 
three years from 2018 onwards:  

- Employment by gender 
- Full Time Employment (FTE) by gender 
- Unpaid labour by gender 
- Employment by age 
- Employment by education level 
- Employment by nationality 
- Employment by employment status 
- Total FTE National 

Until 2025, this data was called separately for the EU fishing fleet, EU aquaculture sector, and EU fish 
processing industry. In 2025, a joint data call took place in August-September. 

Seven STECF Expert Working Groups (EWG) on social data in fisheries have taken place (19-03, 20-14, 
22-14, 23-17, 24-05, 25-02, 25-13). Each one built on the work on the previous EWG resulting in the 
development of a social analysis toolbox which includes National Fisheries Profile, Community 
Profiles, social indicators and Annual Social Report (ASOR). 

To date: 

 The first dedicated social report (ASOR) was planned to be published in April/May 2026. 

 19 National Fisheries Profiles (BE, BG, CY, DK, EE, ES, FR, HR, IE, FI, IT, MT, NL, PT, SE, SI, EL, 

DE, LV) have been produced and 8 have been peer-reviewed.  

                                                 
1 Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 
2 For definitions and methodology of existing indicators, see 

https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/d/dcf/eumap_guidance_social 

https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/d/dcf/eumap_guidance_social


 EWG 24-05 proposed a list of 38 new social indicators, including 12 that would be 

immediately collectable by national authorities. Building on these findings, 6 Member States 

plan to test the collection of new social indicators in their National Work Plans (BE, HR, EL, 

FI, ES, SE). 

 Several initiatives are ongoing to complete community profiles (NL, ES, FR, among others). 

The STECF EWG 26-02 is requested to carry out the following tasks: 

1. National Fisheries Profiles: 

a. Analyse the 2 new National Fisheries Profiles prepared by experts through ad hoc 

contracts MT, FI) and identify: 

i. To what extent the current NFPs are fit for purpose 

ii. Discuss the way forward (collection all NFPs, updates, availability) 

iii. Whether the sources of data enable subsequent publication of the NFPs 

iv. Key elements that may be useful for the next ASOR 

2. Community profiles: 

a. Provide an inventory of the number of CPs 

b. Following the advice provided in STECF PLEN 24-01 and STECF PLEN 25-02, and in 

collaboration with EWG OR, explore how fisheries community profiles in the 

outermost regions could support the interpretation of fleet balance indicator results. 

In particular, identify and select fisheries communities in the OR for future profiling, 

taking into account fleet segments identified as imbalanced. A joint team from both 

EWG should propose a preliminary list of fisheries communities in the OR where 

further community-level profiling would help better understand the implications of 

fleet balance outcomes. 

3. Report on a route to advance the collection and/or use of social indicators, discussing ways 

to proceed assessing routes via the DCF (i.e. pilots, different definitions of existing indicators, 

…) and via other sources. 

 

4. ASOR: 

a. Debrief on the production of the first ASOR, providing key lessons learnt from the 

production of the first ASOR and suggested next steps 

i. In terms of process, including DTMT process 

ii. In terms of indicators used: caveats, missing indicators 

iii. In term of links with other processes: balance capacity  

b. Upload and document the data issues identified by EWG 25-13 in the DTMT, 

following DTMT guidelines 

c. Prepare for the next iteration of the ASOR (EWG 26-16) 

i. Identification of special topic and data to be used for it 

ii. Identification of specific expertise needed (if relevant) 

iii. Identification of any preparatory work needed 

 

 


