
Terms of Reference for the EWG Outermost Regions 2026 

 

The EWG OR is requested to support the implementation of the fleet balance guidelines for the outermost regions 

by reviewing the information provided in the 2026 national fleet reports and identifying remaining data gaps 

affecting the calculation of the indicators. 

1. Implementation of the OR fleet balance guidelines in the 2026 fleet reports 

a. Assess the level of use of the alternative methods offered in COM(2025) 798 final by the outermost 

regions Member States concerned, in their national reports submitted in May 2026. 

b. Similarly to the work delivered by EWG 25-18, develop a summary overview of the balance 

indicators reported by the Member States for the OR fleet segments in the national reports 

submitted in 2026. Prepare a summary table to be used for a comparison between the fleet report 

and the STECF assessment.  

2. Data availability affecting biological indicators 

Identify/list the stocks landed by OR fleets lacking biological information, limiting the calculation of the 

SHI and SAR indicators. 

3. International and shared stocks relevant for OR fleets 

Identify the international and/or shared stocks exploited by fleets operating in the outermost regions, for 

which the calculation of SAR indicators may depend on catch or assessment information from third 

countries or RFMOs. 

Provide an overview of the data sources currently available and highlight potential data access limitations 

to STECF that may affect the calculation of the relevant indicators. 

4. Alignment with the Annual Economic Report (AER) 

Building on the findings of EWG 25-18, review the economic indicators used in the fleet balance 

assessment and those applied in the Annual Economic Report (AER), identify any differences in 

definitions, calculation methods, interpretation or data sources and provide recommendations to improve 

consistency and comparability across the EWG balance capacity and the EWG AER. 

5. Using Outermost Regions fisheries communities’ profiles to interpret the outcomes of balance 

indicators 

Following the advice provided in STECF PLEN 24-01 and PLEN 25-02 on fisheries communities’ profiles, 

and in collaboration with EWG OR and EWG Social Data, explore how fisheries community profiles in 

the outermost regions could support the understanding of fleet balance indicator results. 

In particular, identify and select fisheries communities in the OR for future profiling, taking into account 

fleet segments identified as imbalanced. 

A joint team from both EWG should propose a preliminary list of fisheries communities in the OR where 

further community-level profiling would help better understand the implications of fleet balance outcomes. 

 


