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TERMS OF REFERENCE

For the stocks given in Table 1, the group is requested, on the basis of the outcomes of the 14 STECF
ad hoc contracts launched in July 2026, to:

ToR 1. To assess trends in historic and recent stock parameters on fishing mortality, stock biomass,
spawning stock biomass, and recruitment. Adjustments to the current assessment models should be
applied as appropriate, and evaluated through diagnostics, including retrospective analyses. The
selection of the most reliable assessment shall be explained. Assumptions and uncertainties shall be
specified.

Special attention should be paid to:

e Stocks listed in Table 1 without an analytical assessment to attempt fitting one.

e On the basis of EWG 25-01 scripts and the data sharing protocol agreed in EWG 26-03 to
provide partial fishing mortality estimation in EMU 1 and 2 in order to estimate the partial-
F by gear and GSA.

ToR 2. Based on the work developed in STECF EWG 24-02 and STECF 24-10, to compute the
conservation reference points (i.e. Bpa and Blim) and the FMSY point value (Fmax for the stocks
in Type 1 group (e.g., HKE1567, HKE891011, NEP6) or other appropriate proxy (i.e., FO.1),
compared to the ones estimated by previous EWGs. The proposed values shall be related to long-
term high yields and low risk of stock/fishery collapse and ensure that the exploitation levels restore
and maintain marine biological resources at least at levels which can produce the maximum
sustainable yield.

TOR 3 The EWG should update the F reference points (FMSY and Fmsy ranges produced by EWG
24-02 and 24-10, needed for the MAP implementation: Fmax for type 1 stocks and FO.1 for all the
others. For the most vulnerable stocks in each EMU, work should be initiated to test in line with the



conclusions of PLEN 26-02 the Fupper ranges with the MSE procedure and work is to be completed
with an ad hoc contract.

ToR 4. To provide short and medium term forecasts of spawning stock biomass, stock biomass and
catches for the red shrimp (ARA and ARS) stocks identified in Table 1. The forecasts shall include
different management scenarios, including: the status quo fishing mortality and target in line with
FMSY ranges or other appropriate proxy for 2027.

ToR 5. To summarize and concisely describe all data quality deficiencies, including possible
limitations with the surveys of relevance for stock assessments and fisheries. Such review and
description are to be based on the data format of the official DCF data call for the Mediterranean
Sea launched in 2026. Identify further research studies and data collection which would be required
for improved fish stock assessments.

ToR 6. To ensure that all unresolved data transmission issues related to the stocks encountered prior
to and during the EWG meeting are reported on line via the Data Transmission Monitoring Tool
(DTMT) available at https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/web/dct/dtmt. Guidance on precisely
what should be inserted in the DTMT, log-on credentials and access rights will be provided
separately by the STECF Secretariat focal point for the EWG.

ToR 7. In line with the conclusions of PLEN 26-02 and with the aim of streamlining the report
structure and increase the readability, modify the STECF report structure as follows:
A) Using summary sheet structure developed in 2018 (EWG 18-12), provide in summary sheets
a synoptic overview of: (i) the fishery; (i1) the most recent state of the stocks (spawning stock
biomass, stock biomass, recruits and exploitation level relative to Fmsy, and by fishing gear,
if possible including relevant types of trawlers, longliners and netters); (iii) the source of data
and methods and; (iv) the F management advice taking into account FMSY value, Fmsy
ranges and conservation reference points and (v) short term catch forecast for selected
crustacean stocks (as per Table 1).
B) Provide a summary table showing the progress already made in the transition towards MSY
and the F and catch advice for 2026 to reach and maintain Fmsy.
C) In a digital file and for the sake of fully documenting the stock assessments, document the
following:

1. the most updated information on stock identification and boundaries, length and age
composition, growth, maturity, feeding, essential fish habitats including spawning
grounds and seasonality as well as natural mortality.

2. complete sets of annual data on landings and discards for the longest time series
available up to and including 2026, including length frequency distribution over time.

3. Full description of final model settings, description of model selection procedure,
diagnostics and retrospective analysis.

Table 1- List of suggested stocks to be assessed by the EWG 26-09.

Common Type of advice Short Term
Area name from EWG 25- Scientific name Catch advice
09 for 2027
Quantitative .
GSA T | Hake with SCAA Merluccius NO
5-6-7 merluccius
(ad4a)
GSA 1 Deep-water No advice Parapenaeus NO
rose shrimp longirostris




GSA 5- Deep-water . Parapenaeus
6-7 rose shrimp No advice longirostris NO
Quantitative
GSA 1 Red mullet with SCAA Mullus barbatus NO
(ada)
Quantitative
GSA 6 Red mullet with SCAA Mullus barbatus NO
(ad4a)
GSA 7 Red mullet No advice Mullus barbatus NO
GsAs | Norway ICES Cat.3 | Nephrops NO
lobster norvegicus
uantitative
Gsae | Norway v(gith SCAA Nephrops NO
lobster (ada) norvegicus
Quantitative .
GSA 8- | Hake with SCAA Merluccius NO
9-10-11 (ada) merluccius
GSA 8- Deep-water Sﬁznstgitxe Parapenaeus NO
9-10-11 | rose shrimp (ada) longirostris
Quantitative
GSA 9 Red mullet with SCAA Mullus barbatus NO
(ad4a)
GSA 10 | Red mullet ICES Cat. 5 Mullus barbatus NO
uantitative
GsAg | Norway v%ith SCAA Nephrops NO
lobster (ada) norvegicus
Quantitative
GSA 11 | Norway with SCAA Nephrops NO
lobster (ada) norvegicus
Quantitative
GSA 12 f}}fifnand red | Jith SCAA Aristeus antennatus | YES
P (ada)
GSA'S f}}fifnznd red | 1CES Cat. 3 Aristeus antennatus | YES
Quantitative
GSA 6-7 f}}fifnand red | Jith SCAA Aristeus antennatus | YES
P (ada)
. Quantitative .
GSA 8- Giant red . Aristaecomorpha
9-10-11 shrimp z;l‘:::)SCAA foliacea YES
g_sllg_f i ?hlll:lifn?)nd red ICES Cat. 5 Aristeus antennatus YES




